
Published June 6, 1923 in the Wheatland 
Gazette. 
 
His birthplace was a hamlet of a few 
houses called Hoheleye that actually that 
belonged politically to the village of 
Girkhausen in the district of Wittgenstein. 
The church in Girkhausen was Protestant 
(Evangelisch in German) but was 
Reformed/Calvinist in doctrine as was St. 
Paul’s in Wheatland. The uncle who 
confirmed him was his mother’s brother, 
who served as the pastor for Girkhausen, 
Wunderthausen and Diedenshausen for 
many years. 
 
The family name of his wife was originally 
“Peeck” (rhymes with cake) but came to 
be spelled “Peck.” 
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